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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

From October 23rd to November 3rd, 2025, the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center (OVBC) (in partnership
with the Oregon State Treasury) conducted a statewide survey of Oregonians’ goals for their state, and their
financial well-being.

Research Methodology: The online survey consisted of 1,775 Oregon residents ages 18+ and took approximately 10-
15 minutes to complete. This is a sufficient sample size to assess Oregonians’ opinions generally and to review
findings by multiple subgroups.

Respondents were contacted by using professionally maintained online panels. Various quality control measures were
employed to gather responses, including questionnaire pre-testing, validation, and real-time monitoring of responses.
To ensure a representative sample, demographic quotas were set, and data were weighted by area of the state,
gender, political party registration, race/ethnicity, age, and education.

The questions and response options below are left in the order respondents experienced the questionnaire.

Statement of Limitations: Any sampling of opinions or attitudes is subject to a margin of error. The margin of error is a
standard statistical calculation that represents differences between the sample and total population at a confidence
interval, or probability, calculated to be 95%. This means that there is a 95% probability that the sample taken for this
study would fall within the stated margin of error if compared with the results achieved from surveying the entire
population. This survey’s margin of error for the full sample is £2.33%

Oregon Values and Beliefs Center (OVBC): This research was completed by the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center
as a community service. OVBC is an independent and non-partisan organization and an Oregon charitable nonprofit
corporation. Representative OVBC projects include a series of in-depth business interviews for the Columbia County
Economic Team, as well as an extensive opinion research study about Oregonians’ values and beliefs, in partnership
with over 20 organizations (Learn more about the 2023 Typology Study at www.https://oregonvbc.org/political-typology-
study/

Oregon State Treasury: This research was completed in partnership with Oregon State Treasury to inform their
annual Financial Wellness Scorecard. Oregon State Treasury is focused on improving the financial well-being of all
Oregonians. They provide low-cost programs for governments and empower Oregonians to invest in themselves and
their loved ones for a more secure future.
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OVBC Fall 2025 - Treasury Scorecard Survey
Oregon State Treasury

Welcome to OVBC's Fall 2025 survey!

This month’s survey focuses on financial well-being and goals for Oregon. We understand that these can be personal
and sensitive topics, so we want to reiterate and reaffirm our commitment to protecting your privacy and confidentiality.
Please be assured your identity will be kept anonymous.

This survey should take about 10 — 15 minutes. Random and robotic responders and those writing hate speech in the
open response questions are subject to disqualification through validity analytics.

OVBC is an Oregon-based nonprofit, nonpartisan team that uses a representative sample of Oregonians to provide
valid opinion research. We share our findings with elected officials, policymakers, the public, and other researchers.
Again, be assured that your name will not be connected to any of your responses in our reporting.

Thank you!

OVBC Panel: You will be asked at the end of the survey if you are willing to be contacted by a journalist about your
answers to this survey and participation in OVBC.

TREASURY

Q1: [SPLIT SAMPLE A] On a scale from 1 to 7, where 1 means very low and 7 means very high, how would
you assess your overall financial knowledge?

STATEWIDE AVERAGE: 4.76 n =889

1 - Very low B 3%
2 B 3%
3 T 7%

4 - Average [HNEGEGCGEEGEGEGEGEGEEE 3
5 I %
¢ NG 1

7 - Very high | N 11%

Don't know | 1%

Prefer nottosay n=0



Q2: [SPLIT SAMPLE B] How strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: "l am good

at dealing with day-to-day financial matters, such as checking accounts, credit and debit cards, and
tracking expenses."

STATEWIDE AVERAGE: 5.43 n =886

1 - Strongly disagree - 5%
2 Il 5%
3 M 6%
4 - Neither agree nor disagree - 9%
5 I 16%
o N 20
7 - strongly agree | NN 30
Don't know | n=4
Prefer not to say | n =4

Q3: How often does this statement apply to you? “I| have money left over at the end of the month.”
N=1,775

Aways NG 25
often |GG 17
Sometimes [N 222
Rarely | 4%
Never _ 12%

Q4: In a typical month, how difficult is it for you to cover your expenses and pay all your bills?
N=1,775

Very difficult [ NG 17 %
Somewhat difficult | 30°:
Not at all difficult | - 1 %

Don't know 19,
Prefer not to say l 1%

Q5: Based on your current financial situation, what is the largest emergency expense that you could handle

right now using only your savings?
N=1,775

Under $100 RGN 30

$100 to $499 D 5%
$500 to $999 | 2%
$1,000 to $1,999 | 9%

ey — P



Q6: How well does this statement describe you or your situation: “Because of my money situation, | feel like
| will never have the things | want in life.”
N=1,775

Not at all _ 16%
Very little || N 21
Somewnat | N 329
Very well | 15%
Completely I 6

Q7: Overall, which one of the following best describes how well you are managing financially these days?
N=1,775

Living comfortably R 050
Doing okay [N 30
Just getting by | NEGNTNNEGEGE 272
Finding it difficult to get by || N N NN 13%

Q8: Feel free to share more about how you are managing financially here: [Open, optional]
n=795

d security

social har :
™ retirementinancial

home ret] I‘ed monthfood hOUSG
ime things iINCOMeE job” Haget

5 yearsMONey. o e

k long
manage |jye payblll Sgeﬁd tax

family good
price savmgsf living working

expenses
financially Comfortable afford feel

cost

future



Q9: Have you ever completed a financial education course or program? Please check all that apply:
N=1,775

No [ 2%
Yes, in high school || NG 32
Yes, in college | NGB 17
Yes, through my employer [l 7%
Yes, through the military [} 2%
Yes, through church [} 3%

Yes, with a nonprofit [ 3%

Yes, with a credit counseling
service/financial counselor - 5%

Yes, through a financial institution
like a bank or credit union - 5%

Other — Please specify: 4%

Don’t know or prefer not to say l 2%

Q10: Which of the following statements comes closest to describing your household’s monthly savings
habits?
N=1,775

Don’t save — usually spend more 12%
than income - °

Don’t save — usually spend about as [ XA

much as income

Save whatever is left over at the end D o

of the month — no regular plan



Q11: [If c or d is selected in Q10] What is the purpose or goal you are saving toward?
Please select all that apply:

Emergency fund | ©0°:
Retirement |GG 459
Vacation |G 32

Education for a child, yourself, or
somebody else _ 17%
New car _ 17%

Down payment for a home - 13%
Disability-connected costs [} 6%

Business startup costs [} 4%
Wedding [} 3%

Other — Please specify: 15%

Q12: [If “Education for a child, yourself, or somebody else” is selected in Q11]
How are you saving for education?

With an Oregon 529 plan |GG 397

With a 529 plan from another state i} 7%

Without a 529 plan |GG 35
Not sure RN 16%

Q13: [If “Education for a child, yourself, or somebody else” is selected in Q11]
What incentive level would encourage you to open a 529 account?

$0 — | would open a 529 account _ 26%
without an incentive
$25 B 2%
$50 B 2%
$100 [N 179%
$250 | 11%
$500 I 13%

Greater than $500 [ 10%

| would not open a new 529 account _ 19%

n=1,2144

n=193

n=193



Q14: In the past 5 years, how many times have you used any of the following non-bank borrowing methods:
Auto-title loan, short term ‘payday’ loan, advance on your tax refund, pawn shop, rent-to-own store?
N=1,775

Never | — 73%
1 time || 2%
2 times [N 9%
3times i 3%
4 or more times [ 6%

Q15: At any time in your adult life (18 and older), did your parents or grandparents pay for a major expense
of yours (e.g., college, wedding, down payment for a home, etc.)?
N=1,775

Yes [N - 1%
No [ 56%
Don’t know [} 2%
Prefer not to say | 1%

Kids_in_HH: Do you have children in your home who are under the age of 19 years old (18 or younger)?

N=1,775
ves [INNNEREGEEN 20
No [ 71%
Kids_Age: [If yes to Kids_in_HH] How old are the children in your home? (Select all that apply)
n=515

0-3 years [ 0%
4-7 years [ 27
8-11 years | 36
12-14 years | 30
15-18 years [ 357
19+ years [ 5%



Q16-18: [If Kids_Age is older than 0-3 years] How often are you discussing the following with your child?

n =446

20% 33% 36% 6% 5%

Saving money and spending wisely [ NN e e -

23% 36% 31% 5% 5%

Earning money [N D e e

11% 14% 36% 27% 13%
How much money your family has | ENEREM RN

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

@ Aways @ Frequently ® Occasionally ® Rarely ® Never

Q19: In the past 5 years, have increased housing or food costs caused you to cut back on other spending?
N=1,775

Yes, housing costs caused me to cut 0
back - 10%

Yes, food costs caused me to cut I 20
back

Yes, housing and food costs caused I 43

me to cut back
o NN 24%

Don’t know [ 29,

Prefer not to say | 19,

Q20: In the past 5 years, have rising costs in areas besides housing or food caused you to cut back on
other spending? [Open, optional]

n =1,420
purchase

travgi(p%”rls?g” rising proverty

_mepill PriCe health™,
M,,fuel] NnsSuran CE%&%‘:E““&@

internet  vehicle pay

vacation . S end
utility SaS Fause. -
= taxmedical’ome. .

electricity] NCreasSeEexpensive

entertainment

transportation



Q21: In general, how easy or difficult is it for you to afford your health care costs?
N=1,775
Very difficult [ NG 12%
Somewhat difficult || N 25
Somewhat easy [INNEGNGNGININGNGEGEEEE 310
Very easy [N 22
Not applicable | 10%

Q22: Please share more about covering costs and financial decisions here: [Open, optional]
n=1,028

employer ~ doctor

expensive  Dill healthggreﬁ i
difficult p a n food ™ P decision
work come
cost gOO premium
vear afford money

ears .
coverage 3" dental things

budget decht o usba[a n 9 QS e
medicare Pay .
pocket financial medlcal month

increase  spend Save D'?ﬁédicaid
retirement



OVBC
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Now that we've covered some questions about personal finance, we'd also like to explore Oregonians broader
wellbeing, including personal outlook, sense of connection, and community health.

Q23-24: Considering everything that’s happened to our area in the last 10 years, how are you doing?

| feel I'm doing well economically

| feel connected to and happy about
my community in Oregon

0%

@ Strongly agree

® Somewhat agree

17% 33% 21% 2

17% 44% 22%

20% 40% 60% 80%

@ Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree @ Don't know

Q25-26: How much do you agree with the following statements about your community?

People in my community share the
same values

The people running my community
care about what happens to me

0%

@ Strongly agree

Q27: Which best describes you?

Most of my friends share my views
on government and politics

Some of my friends share my views
on government and politics, but
many do not

None of my friends share my views
on government and politics

| don'’t really know what most of my
friends think about government and
politics

None of the above

Don’t know

® Somewnhat agree

10% 42% 28%

7% 33% 26% 24%

20% 40% 60% 80%

@ Somewhat disagree Strongly disagree @ Don't know

I, 2%

I 1%

B 2%

I 5%

| B2

B 4%

N=1,775
2%
]
3%

100%

7%

14%

N=1,775
7%
10%

100%

14%

N=1,775
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Q28-30: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements:

N=1,775
38% 37% 15% 7% 3%
| am proud to be an Oregonian [N e
Stat olici " 10% 38% 25% 18% 8%
ate government policies generaly | N
reflect the views of most Oregonians — L]
, i 17% 27% 27% 16% 13%
Oregon's best days are behind - | N W 0 I
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
® strongly agree 8 Somewhat agree 8 Somewhat disagree 7 Strongly disagree 8 Don't know
Q31-39: Please rate the level of importance of these items contributing to a healthy government:
N=1,775
Decision-making is transparent 57% 29% 9% 1%
to all, especially those affected [ N 3%
by a decision
Equal participation, equal 62% 26% 8% 2%
) 0,
Eoual ity icioate i 62% 25% 8% 3%
qual opportunity o participate in | 3%
elections -l. ’

0,
0
11% [5%

45% 40% 8% 2%

Institutions respond to problems in _ -l. 4%

a timely manner
3%
5%

58% 25%

A legal ramework that is enforced |

equally, impartially, and uniformly

42% 39% 1%

Officials are capable of compromise

when universal agreement cannot _ - -
be reached

44% 28% 15% 6% 7%

Strict limits on campaign gifts [ ]

1%

65% 23% 7%

Offcals and sttt oro | mulm >

accountable to the public
42% 39% 12% 3%

Balancing individual rights with T o
responsibilities to the greater good N 4%

@ Essential Important ™ Somewnhat important ® Not at all important ® Don't know



Q40: With which of these statements do you most agree?

12

N=1,775
The U.S. is a good example of 0
democracy for other countries to follow _ 7%
The U.S. used to be a good
example of democracy, but has not ||| NNGNGNKNENGNGN 22
been in recent years
The U.S. has never been a good 0
example for other countries to follow - 12%
Don’t know - 9%
Q41: If you have any lingering thoughts or feedback about the survey, please share them here:
[Open, optional] n=574
) better
problem community _
dministrati back nothing
money administration long thank democratic
r ic people.. i
epublic question
power .
americCa O| I feel best

POLItiCS g U.S rouetal citisen constitution R
~ > democracy,:
o LrUMP good oregon

follow current constitutional make party

wwre government .

portland )
financial President  important



DEMOGRAPHICS
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These beginning questions ensure our sample is representative of the population. This information is used for

no other purpose.

Age: In what year were you born?

18-29 NG 197
30-44 [N 07
45-54 [ 5%
55-64 |GGG 15%
65-74 |G 2%
75+ D 10%

Education: What is the highest level of education you have attained?

Less than high school - 5%

High school diploma/GED [ NG 25%
Some college/2-year degree/trade D 30

College degree/4-year degree | KR

Graduate degree/professional o
oo I 16

Gender: | describe my gender as (feel free to choose all that apply)

Man I +9%
woman N /97

Non-binary or gender B 2%
non-conforming

Transgender J 1%

Another gender identity n =6

N=1,775

N=1,775

N=1,775
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Race/Ethnicity: Knowing there may not be a perfect fit, which of these descriptions used by the United
States Census would you say best describes your race and/or ethnicity? (Please select all that apply.)
N=1,775

Asian [l 5%
Black or African American [} 5%

Hispanic or Latino/a/x [ 9%

Native American, American Indian, .
or Alaska Native B 5%

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific l 29
Islander

whitc I 5

Another race or ethnicity not listed

above 2%

Area of State: In which county do you live?
N=1,775

Rest of State |GG 307

Willamette Valley |G 27
Tri-County | 3%

Party: What is your political party registration?
N=1,775
Democrat | 32
Republican [N 24%

Independent Party of Oregon | NGNGB 17%
Some other party . 3%

Non-affiliated | [ 3%

Not registered to vote I 6%

Own/Rent: Does your household rent or own your home?
N=1,775

own I 54%
Rent [N 307

Some other arrangement [ 8%



15

Income: What was your total household income in 20247 Remember to include everyone, and your best
guess is ok.
n=1,758
Less than $25,000 [ NN 25
$25,000-$49,999 NG 22
$50,000-574,999 [N 16
$75,000-$99,999 I 12%
$100,000-$149,999 NN 11%
$150,000 or more | NG 12%

Urban/Rural/Frontier: What is your 5-digit zip code?
n=1,757

Urban I 7
Rural N 30

Frontier [ 2%

Urban/Rural: Do you consider the area you live in to be:
N=1,775

Urban [ 25
suburban [ IEEG—— /2

Rural changing to suburban - 9%

Rural [N 1%

Western/Eastern Oregon: In which county do you live?
N=1,775

Western Oregon _ 14%
Eastern Oregon N <o



