Portland 2026: Your City, Your Choice

INTRODUCTION

What is this survey about?
The Oregon Values and Beliefs Center (OVBC) is partnering with North Star Civic Foundation to conduct this regional survey, titled “Portland 2026: Your City, Your Choice.” This survey explores the actions Portland residents want to prioritize in addressing the city's most pressing challenges

What can I expect?
This survey should take about 10-15 minutes. Random and robotic responders and those writing hate speech in the open response questions are subject to disqualification through validity analytics.
1. You may stop the survey at any time. Survey responses that are not completed will not be included in the final analysis. 
2. You may use the back button in the survey at the bottom of the screen to revisit or change responses. 
3. You can see how much of the survey you have completed by looking at the progress bar near the bottom of the survey. 
 
Note: Some questions in this survey are original, but others are adopted from other surveys. We often maintain the original language, so we can compare our research to other statewide or national data. That means that some questions might be awkward or contain language that we don't use in our day-to-day lives. We appreciate your patience when answering these questions. 

How are you keeping survey responses confidential?
We understand that these can be personal topics, so we want to reiterate and reaffirm our commitment to protecting your privacy and confidentiality. Please be assured your identity will be kept anonymous. There are a number of ways we protect your personal information during data collection, storage, analysis, and reporting. You can learn more here. 

What will happen to the data when the project is done? 
OVBC always makes our anonymized data files public, so civic institutions, public decision-makers, and individuals can use our research to take action and inform their decisions. We also create reports that can be used to share the information in a more accessible manner. 

Who is conducting this study?
OVBC is an Oregon-based nonprofit, nonpartisan team that uses a representative sample of Oregonians to provide valid opinion research. We share our findings with elected officials, policymakers, the public, and other researchers. Again, be assured that your name will not be connected to any of your responses in our reporting, unless you opt in to be contacted by a journalist.

Who can I contact with questions?
Please contact OVBC's Research Lead, Cassidy Nelson, at cnelson@oregonvbc.org.
If you ever need assistance as you are clicking through the survey, the help button in the bottom left corner will send an email directly to Cassidy, who will answer as quickly as possible. Thank you in advance for your patience!

Thank you!

Click the next button to agree to take the survey, and close out of this tab if you do not agree.


SCREEN OUT & DISTRICTS

Portland is districted into 4 geographic locations. For an in-depth look at those districts, click the file link below: City of Portland District Map

1. Based on the district map, do you live in the city of Portland?
a. Yes
b. No 

2. To the best of your knowledge, click the geographic region of Portland that you belong to. No need to click your exact address, only the region that you reside.
a. District 1
b. District 2
c. District 3
d. District 4

Again, if you would like a more detailed version of this map to reference, click the file link below: City of Portland District Map


To begin, we'd like to listen to your general thoughts and impressions of Portland.
1. Do you think that Portland is off on the wrong track or moving in the right direction? 
a. Wrong track, strongly 
b. Wrong track, somewhat 
c. Neither wrong track nor right direction 
d. Right direction, somewhat 
e. Right direction, strongly  

2. What change in the next year would show you that Portland is moving in the right direction? [Open]
How satisfied are you with the following aspects of living in Portland? (Response options: Very dissatisfied, Somewhat dissatisfied, Neither dissatisfied nor satisfied, Somewhat satisfied, Extremely satisfied, Don’t know) 
3. Amenities (restaurants, shopping, etc.)  
4. Arts and culture  
5. Business opportunities  
6. Cost of living  
7. Downtown  
8. Job opportunities  
9. My own neighborhood  
10. Outdoor and natural areas  
11. Public transportation  
12. Portland as a place to raise children  
13. Portland overall, as a place to live 

14. What would make you feel safer in Portland? [Open, optional] 

SERVICES

The following questions relate to services in Portland.

Please rate how important you think the following services are for the City of Portland. (Response options: Not at all important, Somewhat important, Very important, Essential, Don’t know)  
15. Subsidized affordable housing 
16. Shelter for homeless people  
17. Public arts and cultural events  
18. Parks, community centers, recreation programs, and natural areas  
19. Street, sidewalks, transportation  
20. Economic support for small businesses  
21. Environmental protection  
22. Emergency fire and paramedic services  
23. Emergency mental health care and supportive services  
24. Preparing for climate or earthquake disaster  
25. Non-emergency police and community safety services  
26. Residential and commercial construction permitting 

Please rate the current quality of the following services. (Response Options: Poor, Fair, Good, Excellent, Don’t know)  
27. Subsidized affordable housing  
28. Shelter for homeless people  
29. Public arts and cultural events  
30. Parks, community centers, recreation programs, and natural areas  
31. Street, sidewalks, transportation  
32. Economic support for small businesses  
33. Environmental protection  
34. Emergency fire and paramedic services  
35. Emergency mental health care and supportive services  
36. Preparing for climate or earthquake disaster  
37. Non-emergency police and community safety services  
38. Residential and commercial construction permitting 

TAXES & GROWTH 

39. Which city services would you be willing to see cut, reduced, or preserved no matter what? (Box 1: Cut, Box 2: Reduce, Box 3: Preserve (no matter what))
a. Subsidized affordable housing  
b. Shelter for homeless people  
c. Public arts and cultural events  
d. Parks, community centers, recreation programs, and natural areas  
e. Street, sidewalks, transportation  
f. Economic support for small businesses  
g. Environmental protection  
h. Emergency fire and paramedic services  
i. Emergency mental health care and supportive services  
j. Preparing for climate or earthquake disaster  
k. Non-emergency police and community safety services  
l. Residential and commercial construction permitting 

40. Which of the following best reflects your view of Portland's current budget situation?
a. Revenues are not keeping up with costs
b. The city has a spending problem
c. Both equally
d. Other view (please specify) 
e. I have not yet reached an opinion about this

41. Costs are rising faster than Portland’s tax revenue. If the city needs to close a budget gap, how should it respond? 
a. A: Raise taxes to keep services
b. Lean toward A
c. Lean toward B
d. B: Cut services to balance the budget

42. If you would like to share more about city services, please do so here: (Optional) [Open]
Most U.S. cities rely on property taxes and sales taxes. Oregon has no sales tax. Measures 5 and 50 limit how much property taxes can grow each year, often below inflation.
43. Over the next 2-3 years, Portland will bring in much less money than needed to cover costs. Which of the following would you support to fund city services? (Please check all that apply)
a. Increase property taxes (for example, through voter-approved levies or bonds)
b. Advocate for new local revenue options that would require changes to state law (for example: a local sales tax)
c. Increase income taxes Improve efficiency or reprioritize how existing funds are used
d. Create or increase local business taxes or business-related fees
e. Increase user fees (for example: parking, parks and rec, permits)
f. Increase local gas taxes, subject to voter approval 
g. Other (please specify) 
h. Cut or reduce services

44. What do you need to see to feel local government is using your tax dollars wisely? [Open]

45. Would you support a local sales tax in Portland? 
a. Yes, if it reduced reliance on property taxes
b. Yes, if it funded specific services (please specify) 
c. Yes, if it exempted groceries and other essentials
d. Yes, if it applied mainly to non-essential/luxury goods
e. Yes, regardless of these conditions
f. No, I would not support a sales tax under any of these circumstances
g. Other (please specify) 
h. Unsure


How much do you feel each of the following contributes to a strong economy in Portland? (Response options: A lot, Some, Not very much, Not at all, Don’t know) 
46. Tax dollars invested by local government
47. New businesses coming to Portland
48. Large employers
49. Growth of local businesses
50. People moving to Portland
Overall, have each of the following had a positive or negative impact for you: (Response options: Very negative, Somewhat negative, Neither negative nor positive, Somewhat positive, Very positive) 
51. More people moving to Portland
52. Businesses moving to Portland
53. Rising wages
54. Housing price increases
55. New construction and development
56. Economic growth



57. What do you need to see to feel local government is working for you? [Open]

58. Is there currently someone on the Portland City Council who you feel represents you and your interests? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
c. Don’t know 

59. Do you feel well-represented by the Multnomah County Commission?
a. Yes 
b. No
c. Don’t know

60. Why or why not? (Optional) [Open] 



61. On a scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree), how much do you disagree or agree that Portland has an effective government? 
a. 1 – Strongly disagree 
b. 2 
c. 3 
d. 4 
e. 5 – Strongly agree 
f. Don’t know 

62. Please tell us about your rating: [Open] 
How much do you trust each of the following to do what is right for Portland? (Response Options: A great deal, A fair amount, Not much, Not at all, Not sure) 
63. City council
64. The mayor
65. City staff and employees
66. County commissioners
67. Business leaders
68. Community advocacy organizations
69. Your neighbors
70. Prosper Portland
71. Metro Regional Government
72. Nonprofit leaders
73. Police
74. Faith leaders
75. Small business owners 
76. Homeless service providers

77. When you think about "growth" in Portland, what comes to mind? [Open]

78. Homelessness has risen to the top of community concerns in Portland. Who should help decide how to address homelessness? Distribute 100 points among these groups, giving more points to the groups who should have more influence. (Total must equal 100) 
a. Portland residents in general
b. People experiencing homelessness
c. Frontline service workers (shelters, outreach, case managers)
d. Medical and mental health professionals
e. Housing policy experts
f. Business community
g. Advocacy organizations
h. Other (please specify)

DEMOGRAPHICS
These final questions ensure our sample is representative of the population. This information is used for no other purpose.

3. What year were you born? 

4. I describe my gender as… (Please feel free to choose all that apply): 
a. Man  
b. Woman  
c. Non-binary or gender non-conforming  
d. Transgender  
e. Two-spirit
f. Another way (please describe) 
g. Prefer not to say 

5. Do you identify as someone who is LGBTQIA+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, asexual, intersex, or a related identity)? (Optional) 
Please keep in mind that you can answer this question based on how you personally identify, regardless of whether you openly identify as LGBTQIA+.
a. Yes
b. No
c. Prefer not to say 

6. Do you experience any challenges with hearing, seeing, mobility, or other functions? (Optional) 
a. Yes, I experience chronic challenges
b. Yes, I experience temporary challenges
c. Yes, I experience temporary and chronic challenges
d. No, I do not experience any of the above challenges
e. Prefer not to say

7. Knowing there may not be a perfect fit, which of these descriptions used by the United States Census would you say best describes your race and/or ethnicity? (Please select all that apply.)  
a. Asian  
b. Black/African American  
c. Hispanic or Latino/a/x  
d. Native American, American Indian, or Alaska Native  
e. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  
f. White  
g. Another race or ethnicity not listed above
h. Prefer not to answer 

8. If you like, you can also describe your race, ethnicity, Tribal affiliation, country of origin, or ancestry in any way you prefer. (Optional) 

9. What is the highest level of education you have attained?  
a. Less than high school  
b. High school diploma/GED  
c. Some college/2-year degree/trade  
d. College graduate/4 year degree  
e. Graduate degree/professional school  

10. What is your political party registration?
a. Democrat 
b. Republican
c. Independent Party of Oregon
d. Some other party
e. Non-affiliated
f. Not registered to vote

11. Which of these come closest to your political ideology?
a. Extremely liberal 
b. Liberal
c. Slightly liberal
d. Moderate
e. Slightly conservative
f. Conservative
g. Extremely conservative

12. Which of the following best describes your current housing situation?
a. Own
b. Rent
c. Some other arrangement (please describe) 

13. What was your total household income in 2025? Remember to include everyone, and your best guess is okay. 
a. Less than $25,000  
b. $25,000-$49,999  
c. $50,000-$74,999  
d. $75,000-$99,999  
e. $100,000-$149,999  
f. $150,000 or more

14. What is your 5-digit ZIP code?



15. Do you consider the area you live in to be:
a. Urban
b. Suburban
c. Rural changing to suburban
d. Rural

16. Do you have children in your home who are under the age of 19 years old (18 or younger)? 
a. Yes  
b. No

17. How old are the children in your home? (Select all that apply)
a. 0-5 years
b. 6-12 years
c. 13-18 years

18. If you have any lingering thoughts about any of the topics in this survey, please share them here: [Open]
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