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INTRODUCTION & METHODOLOGY

From February 11-17, 2021, the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center conducted a statewide survey of Oregonians’ values and beliefs. 

Research Methodology: The online survey consisted of 600 Oregon residents ages 18+ and took approximately 15 minutes to complete. This is a sufficient sample size to assess Oregonians’ opinions generally and to review findings by multiple subgroups. 

Respondents were contacted by using professionally maintained online panels. In gathering responses, a variety of quality control measures were employed, including questionnaire pre-testing, validation, and real time monitoring of responses. To ensure a representative sample, demographic quotas were set, and data weighted by area of the state, gender, age, and education.

Statement of Limitations: Any sampling of opinions or attitudes is subject to a margin of error. The margin of error is a standard statistical calculation that represents differences between the sample and total population at a confidence interval, or probability, calculated to be 95%. This means that there is a 95% probability that the sample taken for this study would fall within the stated margin of error if compared with the results achieved from surveying the entire population. This survey’s margin of error, for the full sample, ranges from ±2.4% to ±4.0% depending on how the response category percentages split for any given question. 

Oregon Values and Beliefs Center: The research was completed as a community service by the Oregon Values and Beliefs Center. OVBC is an independent and non-partisan organization and an Oregon charitable nonprofit corporation.   


OVBC Monthly Survey, February 2021

(Split A – Q1-2
1. All things considered, would you say that Oregon is headed in the right direction or are things off on the wrong track?
	Response category
	n=300

	Right direction strongly
	10%

	Right direction somewhat
	33%

	Wrong track somewhat
	21%

	Wrong direction strongly
	28%

	Don’t know
	8%



2. (If Q1=3/4 (wrong direction)) Why do you feel things in Oregon are off on the wrong track?  [Open| 

[bookmark: _Hlk64799762](Qualitatively Assessed – See Blog Post)
(Split B – Q3-4)
3. All things considered, would you say that your community is headed in the right direction or are things off on the wrong track?
	[bookmark: _Hlk63948193]Response category
	n=300

	Right direction strongly
	11%

	Right direction somewhat
	40%

	Wrong track somewhat
	22%

	Wrong direction strongly
	16%

	Don’t know
	10%



4. (If Q3=3/4 (wrong direction)) Why do you feel things in your community are off on the wrong track?  [Open| 
(Qualitatively Assessed – See Blog Post)

Compared to other states, how would you rate Oregon is doing on the following: [Randomize]
	[bookmark: _Hlk63948796]Response category
	Much better
	Somewhat better
	About average
	Somewhat worse
	Much worse
	Don’t know

	5. A state where every person has an equal opportunity to get ahead if they work hard
	8%
	17%
	42%
	15%
	13%
	6%

	6. A state where income and wealth are distributed fairly
	5%
	10%
	41%
	21%
	14%
	9%

	7. A state where local and state government are trusted to effectively deliver services
	8%
	15%
	30%
	21%
	21%
	5%

	8. A state where small and mid-sized businesses can thrive
	8%
	21%
	31%
	19%
	17%
	4%

	9. A state where everyday people work together to solve community problems
	9%
	22%
	35%
	15%
	13%
	6%





The following are vision statements about what Oregon could become. For each, indicate how you would feel if the state moved in that direction.  [Randomize]
	Response category
	Very positive
	Somewhat positive
	Neither positive nor negative
	Somewhat negative
	Very negative
	Don’t know

	10. Oregon makes considerable investments and establishes strong safeguards to tackle the challenge of climate change and to protect the state’s natural resources
	28%
	32%
	17%
	9%
	8%
	6%

	11. State government prioritizes the creation of a business-friendly environment—with low taxes and reduced regulations that allow large, medium, and small business to serve as engines of economic growth
	24%
	27%
	20%
	12%
	11%
	6%

	12. With the exception of key investments in education, transportation, and public safety, state government mostly gets out of the way for economic growth
	20%
	27%
	22%
	14%
	8%
	8%

	13. Oregon welcomes new immigrants, embraces cultural diversity, and takes active measures to empower immigrants and people of color to participate fully in the state’s political, economic, and social life.
	25%
	29%
	22%
	9%
	9%
	6%

	14. Oregon’s rural communities are fully integrated into the green economy—providing an endless source of renewable solar, wind, and hydro-electric power, as well as sustainable high-value forest and agricultural goods, for national and global markets
	31%
	29%
	18%
	8%
	6%
	8%

	15. Oregon’s rural communities enjoy the freedom to shape their own destinies and manage their own local resources without constraints imposed upon them by out of touch urban areas
	27%
	28%
	18%
	12%
	7%
	9%

	16. State and local governments embrace “smart planning”, resulting in cities and towns, and communities on a human scale—walkable, attractive, family-friendly, and surrounded by green spaces
	29%
	34%
	16%
	8%
	7%
	6%

	17. Political partisanship in Oregon has been replace by pragmatic cooperation
	16%
	19%
	26%
	11%
	9%
	18%



[bookmark: _Hlk63758299]

The following are examples of possible bold goals that Oregon could strive for compared to other states.  Rate each of these from a very low to very high priority [1=very low, 7=very high; don’t know.  {Randomize]

Note: Each goal was presented separately on its own page and grouping labels (e.g., Economy, Health, etc.) were not included.

Economy
	Response category
	Top Box 6+7
	Mean

	18. Lowest poverty rate
	44%
	5.1

	19. Most affordable state to live
	41%
	5.0



Health
	Response category
	Top Box 6+7
	Mean

	20. Longest average lifespan
	37%
	5.1

	21. Happiest people
	42%
	5.3



Environment
	Response category
	Top Box 6+7
	Mean

	22. Cleanest air and water
	55%
	5.6

	23. Least greenhouse gas emissions
	33%
	4.8



Safety
	Response category
	Top Box 6+7
	Mean

	24. Lowest crime rate
	45%
	5.2

	25. Strictest gun control laws
	22%
	3.8



Education
	Response category
	Top Box 6+7
	Mean

	26. Highest high school graduation rate
	43%
	5.2

	27. Highest percentage of college graduates
	29%
	4.9



Civic
	Response category
	Top Box 6+7
	Mean

	28. Highest rate of volunteerism
	31%
	4.9

	29. Highest voter turnout
	42%
	5.3





Now, please rank the top three goals Oregon should strive for compared to other states: highest priority, second highest, and third highest. {Randomize]

Note:  Respondents were presented the full list of goals on one page and ranked the top three.  Again, grouping labels (e.g., Economy, Health, etc.) were not included.   

Economy
	Response category
	Highest priority
	2nd Highest priority
	3rd highest priority
	Combined 1st-3rd highest

	30. Lowest poverty rate
	14%
	17%
	14%
	46%

	31. Most affordable state to live
	23%
	17%
	12%
	52%



Health
	Response category
	Highest priority
	2nd Highest priority
	3rd highest priority
	Combined 1st-3rd highest

	32. Longest average lifespan
	4%
	5%
	4%
	12%

	33. Happiest people
	10%
	7%
	11%
	28%



Environment
	Response category
	Highest priority
	2nd Highest priority
	3rd highest priority
	Combined 1st-3rd highest

	34. Cleanest air and water
	15%
	10%
	15%
	40%

	35. Least greenhouse gas emissions
	6%
	8%
	6%
	19%



Safety
	[bookmark: _Hlk63950171]Response category
	Highest priority
	2nd Highest priority
	3rd highest priority
	Combined 1st-3rd highest

	36. Lowest crime rate
	12%
	14%
	15%
	41%

	37. Strictest gun control laws
	3%
	5%
	4%
	12%



Education
	[bookmark: _Hlk63950221]Response category
	Highest priority
	2nd Highest priority
	3rd highest priority
	Combined 1st-3rd highest

	38. Highest high school graduation rate
	8%
	9%
	8%
	25%

	39. Highest percentage of college graduates
	2%
	3%
	3%
	8%



Civic
	Response category
	Highest priority
	2nd Highest priority
	3rd highest priority
	Combined 1st-3rd highest

	40. Highest rate of volunteerism
	2%
	2%
	3%
	7%

	41. Highest voter turnout
	2%
	4%
	3%
	9%





Your local public schools can choose to provide instructional programming and extra-curricular activities in a number of different areas.  For each area below, please indicate if you feel supporting the program or activity should be a low priority, medium priority, high priority, or an urgent priority for your public schools. [Randomize]
	Response category
	Low priority
	Medium priority
	High priority
	Urgent priority
	DK

	42. Support the basics, like reading, math, and writing
	3%
	13%
	36%
	45%
	3%

	43. Provide more arts and music, and physical education in every school
	7%
	26%
	37%
	26%
	4%

	44. Wholesale reform of high schools to improve learning and graduation rates
	4%
	21%
	39%
	27%
	10%

	45. More foreign language instruction for all students
	23%
	36%
	24%
	12%
	5%

	46. Increase program and school choices for all students
	8%
	24%
	45%
	18%
	5%

	47. Make sure school athletics are available for all students
	12%
	30%
	36%
	18%
	4%

	48. Help students develop good values
	5%
	16%
	39%
	35%
	5%

	49. Increase programs for high achieving students
	6%
	30%
	42%
	15%
	7%

	50. Provide high level math and science programming
	6%
	21%
	42%
	27%
	5%

	51. Help teachers work together to improve curriculum and instruction
	5%
	20%
	45%
	25%
	5%

	52. Increase vocational programs to enhance work related skills
	4%
	16%
	41%
	34%
	5%

	53. Enhance pre-kindergarten readiness programs
	16%
	34%
	30%
	15%
	6%

	54. Help students develop strong work ethic
	4%
	13%
	44%
	35%
	4%

	55. More instruction about the basics of citizenship and civic involvement
	8%
	27%
	32%
	26%
	7%

	56. Provide more physical education in every school
	10%
	31%
	35%
	18%
	5%

	57. Make sure after school activities are available for all students
	8%
	24%
	40%
	23%
	5%



[bookmark: _Hlk63758435]

(Split A – Q52-53)
58. Does the current political environment make you irritated or angry?
	Response category
	n=300

	Yes
	70%

	No
	18%

	Don’t know
	11%



59. (If Q58=1 (yes)) What specifically make you irritated or angry?  [Open| 

(Qualitatively Assessed – See Blog Post)
(Split B – Q54-55)
60. Do you feel that something you highly value is threatened today?
	Response category
	n=300

	Yes
	56%

	No
	29%

	Don’t know
	15%



61. (If Q60=1 (yes)) What specifically do you value that you feel is threatened?  [Open| 

(Qualitatively Assessed – See Blog Post)

62. How do you feel about local news reporting in your community?
	Response category
	n=600

	Very positive
	12%

	Somewhat positive
	24%

	Neither positive nor negative
	32%

	Somewhat negative
	14%

	Strongly negative
	9%

	Don’t know
	9%



63. (If Q62 = 1 or 2 (positive)) Specifically, why do you feel positive about local news reporting?  [Open| 

(Qualitatively Assessed – See Blog Post

64. (If Q62 = 4 or5 (negative)) Specifically, why do you feel negative about local news reporting?  [Open| 

(Qualitatively Assessed – See Blog Post)
DEMOGRAPHICS

65. In what years were you born?
	Response category
	n=600

	18-29
	19%

	30-44
	27%

	45-54
	35%

	65+
	19%






66. [bookmark: _Hlk63242250]I describe my gender as?
	Response category
	n=600

	Male
	50%

	Female
	50%

	Non-binary or gender non-conforming
	1%

	Trans
	n=1

	Other
	--



67. What is the highest level of education you have attained?
	Response category
	n=600

	Less than high school
	3%

	High school diploma/GED
	34%

	Some college/2-year degree/trade
	36%

	College degree/4-year degree
	16%

	Graduate degree/professional school
	11%



68. What is your party registration? 
	Response category
	n=600

	Democrat
	39%

	Republican
	25%

	Independent Party of Oregon
	14%

	Some other party
	3%

	Non-affiliated
	13%

	Not registered to vote
	6%



69. Do you rent or own your home?
	Response category
	n=600

	Own
	47%

	Rent
	40%

	Other arrangement
	13%



70. Do you have school age children in your household?
	Response category
	n=600

	Yes
	22%

	No
	78%



71. What was your total household income in 2019?
	Response category
	n=600

	Less than $25,000
	27%

	$25,000-49,999
	28%

	$50,000-74,999
	15%

	$75,000-99,999
	10%

	$100,000-149,999
	12%

	$150,000 or more
	6%

	Refused
	--


[bookmark: _Hlk63242649]



72. When it comes to most economic issues, do you consider yourself. . .
	Response category
	n=600

	Very liberal
	15%

	Somewhat liberal
	17%

	Middle of the road
	38%

	Somewhat conservative
	19%

	Very conservative
	11%



73. [bookmark: _Hlk63242792]When it comes to most social issues, do you consider yourself. . .
	Response category
	n=600

	Very liberal
	19%

	Somewhat liberal
	18%

	Middle of the road
	38%

	Somewhat conservative
	15%

	Very conservative
	10%



74. With which of the following races and ethnicities do you identify?  Check all that apply..
	Response category
	n=600

	African
	1%

	Asian or Pacific Islander
	4%

	Black or African American
	2%

	Hispanic or Latino
	4%

	Middle Eastern or North African
	1%

	Native American or American Indian
	3%

	Slavic
	2%

	White or Caucasian
	92%

	Other
	1%

	Refused
	1%



75. Do you consider the area you live in to be. . .  .
	Response category
	n=600

	Urban
	32%

	Suburban
	36%

	Rural changing to suburban
	7%

	Rural
	25%



76. County/Zip Code
	Response category
	n=600

	Tri-county
	44%

	Willamette Valley
	28%

	Rest of State
	28%
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